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Process
We are the Barton YPE group, which stands for Youth 

Participatory Evaluation. We did surveys on teachers and 

students from 3rd grade to 8th grade to learn more about how 

our school disciplines children, and if race and ethnicity 

has anything to do with it. We interviewed teachers asking 

them questions about referrals and the MPS discipline policy, 

did surveys and collected data, and interviewed our Assistant 

Principal, Maria, asking her the same question. We have 

collected a lot of data over these past few months. 



Demographics Over Time
We were interested in how long

students were at Barton

and how it affected the number

of referrals they reported.



White Students by Years Attended and Received a Referral



African American Students by Years Attended and Received a Referral



Have you ever been sent to the Buddy Room?



Have you ever received a referral?



Teacher survey themes
1. Referrals:

Giving referrals over physical aggression, bad behavior, 

disrupting the classroom, etc.

2. Discipline Policy:

Most teachers know it, don’t tell their students about.

3. Other:

Want a more organized and better way to discipline 

students.  



Student Survey Themes
1. 50% of students at Barton don’t know what a referral is 

and only 31% do.

2. Only 7% of students say that their teachers have gone 

over the MPS Discipline Policy with them, 35% said they 

didn’t and 42% didn’t even know

3. While giving the survey, we noticed that many kids didn’t 

know that they were receiving a referral until later in 

the process where either their parents were called or 

they talked with a student support staff member.



recommendations
Based on our survey data that we collected this year, we 

believe that teachers and staff should go over the discipline 

policy with students at the beginning of the year to make 

sure students know what repercussions will occur in response 

to certain behavior.

We also believe that referrals and other information should 

be organized and our system should be reviewed by staff and 

administration and improvements in communication made.  



Another Recommendation
We also believe that it would be helpful to have a higher 

adult-to-student ratio so that behavior could be worked on in 

a one-on-one setting rather than having a student just sent 

out of the room.

One teacher told us, “I think we need more adults in the 

classroom and less students so that there is a higher 

teacher-to-student ratio so that behaviors can be worked 

through. So often a behavior issue needs time and discussion 

to move forward. A teacher can’t do that while teaching a 

large group of students.”



Reports
We presented our information to the Barton School Equity and 

Engagement Team at their last meeting.

We also presented our information to all the middle school 

students at Barton.

We still plan to meet with our administrators to discuss our 

recommendations further.


