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Evaluation Question

How does a strong student and 
teacher relationship impact a 
student’s capacity for learning? 



Evaluation Methods

Student Survey
Teacher Survey



Responses by - Grade Level\Teachers

440 Student Responses
 103 5th graders
 126 6th graders
 118 7th graders
 93 8th graders

13 Teacher Responses



Do you have a positive relationship with your 
teachers?



Students - How have teachers created a positive 
relationship with you?

 71% Is respectful (313 students)

 69% Has a sense of humor (305 students)

 68% Cares how I do in their class (300 students)

 59% Positively engages with the class (261 students)

 50% Uses effective communication (221 students)

 50% Has patience (218 students)

 35% Shows a genuine interest in what is going on in my life (153 Students)  



Teachers - What does a good relationship with 
students look like? 

 A good relationship with a student looks like a student feeling comfortable enough with you to ask 
questions in class, participate in discussions, seek you out for advice, and joke around with you in 
the halls. A good relationship with a student looks like both the student and the teacher looking 
happy to see each other each day. It can also look like a student who works hard in class because 
they know their teacher has high expectations of them. It can also be as simple as a student and 
teacher greeting each other as they pass by each other in the hall. 



Teachers –
How do you show respect for your students?

 making sure that when students are upset with me that I have a discussion with them 
where we both walk away feeling like both perspectives have been heard 

 make sure to encourage my students when they are feeling like they are not capable of 
the work and let them know I believe in them and their abilities

 start with building a rapport, use humor, and verbalize that I trust/respect them

 asking questions - trying to get to know them and what makes them "tick“

 treating them as I want to be treated



Are you more likely to have a positive relationship with teachers when 
you have common interests? 



Are you more likely to have a positive relationship with a teacher if 
you believe the class they teach is relevant to your life? 



Engagement

Methods teachers use to keep students engaged

 Discussions

 Independent activities

 Collaborative projects

 Hands-on activities

 Small groups

 Humor

Methods students reported occurring in their classrooms 

 71% Whole class discussion (231 students)

 68% Independent work time (223 students)

 58% Interactive work with classmates (189 
students)

 55% Playing interactive games based on class 
content (178 students)

 52% Small group learning (168 students)



Does having a good relationship with a teacher influence you to show positive 
behavior in their classroom?



Teachers –
How does student behavior impact your teaching?

 Makes it more enjoyable, kids enjoy coming which makes things run smoothly in general

 It impacts every part of my teaching from how I plan lessons, execute lessons, evaluate 
students, EVERYTHING!

 If students are following expectations and have a positive attitude then I feel like I am 
able to get through more content. 

 I become frustrated when students are disruptive or disrespectful.

 When a student's behavior interrupts the flow of instruction, other students lose what they 
need to succeed.



Teachers – How does a student’s behavior impact your 
relationship with the student?

 I consider students' abilities and sometimes people just have an off day 

 It takes extra effort to maintain that relationship

 Both parties need to use effective methods to repair the relationship

 I try to give everyone a fresh start each day, but when those same behaviors happen day 
after day with no sense that the student wants to change it makes it difficult

 I can feel frustrated not knowing what to do to help this student

 Student behavior is subjective and dependent on situations you cannot always control



Does it matter what teachers think of you? 



Student 
Response

Have you heard 
of Restorative 
Practice?



Have you been involved in Restorative Practice?

Student Responses How did it help or impact you?
 It made my friends stronger

 It was good, it made a lot of different 
things better

 It made me feel like my friends listened to 
what I had to say

 It helped me have a better relationship 
with my teacher and classmates 

 It helped me understand how others feel



Have you been involved in Restorative Practice?

Teacher Responses
Do you feel it has helped you keep your 

relationship intact with the student(s) involved?

 I believe that Restorative Practice is  
beneficial to our students as  it helps them 
feel heard and that their opinion and 
feelings are valid. I believe this transfers to 
the classroom and helps students feel 
comfortable with their teachers and helps 
teachers build relationships with their 
students.



How do you think a strong student\teacher 
relationship impacts your teaching?

 Having stronger relationships with your students is what makes teaching worth while. 
Knowing your students and building solid relationships with them helps you become a 
better teacher as you become more focused on individual student needs and tailor your 
instruction appropriately. Being able to come to work and know that you and your 
students are having a great time while working hard is a wonderful feeling.  



Thank You

 Wade Gelin
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