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Assessment Test Dates Administration 
Time Estimates Notes 

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
Reading & Math 

September 21— 
October 14, 2016 50 minutes per subject 

Students in grades 3-5 must be given either the MAP or the 
Fountas and Pinnell (F&P) Benchmark Assessment System 
in reading in the fall, math administration is at the school’s 
discretion. Used primarily to measure student performance 
and growth, drive instruction, predict to spring 
accountability tests, teacher evaluations and to identify 
students who may benefit from summer school or inclusion 
in the MPS after school programs. MAP is an online 
adaptive test.  Both Reading and Math are aligned with MN 
standards. 

Optional Local Purpose Assessment 
(OLPA) Reading & Math 

October 17, 2016—
February 10, 2017 

Math: 1-1.5 hrs. 
Reading: 1.5-2.5 hrs. 

Optional assessment for grades 3-8 +10 in reading and 3-8 
in math, used for instructional purposes; it provides a risk-
free environment for students to familiarize themselves 
with the testing platform used for accountability tests and 
provides teachers with information to target instruction 
before students take Title I assessments in the spring. It is 
an online test and adaptive.  No paper accommodations 
available. 

CogAT7 November 28— 
December 9, 2016 3 hours 

Required for students who have been referred for 
screening only. Measures learned reasoning and problem-
solving skills in three different areas: verbal, quantitative, 
and nonverbal. Used for possible inclusion in programs for 
advanced learners. 

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
Reading & Math January 3—25, 2017 50 minutes per subject 

The winter administration of this test is at school’s 
discretion, except where required by SIP, specific grant or 
program evaluation.  Required if administered the CogAT 
referred . 
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ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate ACCESS 
for ELLs 

January 30—March 24, 
2017 

ONLINE 
Reading: 35 Minutes 
Writing: 65 Minutes 

Listening: 40 Minutes 
Speaking: 30 Minutes 

 
Alternate: Untimed. 20 

minutes per domain 

Requirement of Title III that all English learners be assessed 
in grades K–12 in English language proficiency). ACCESS is 
the English language proficiency assessment used to meet 
this federal requirement.  It is also used to determine state 
English learner funding for districts. ACCESS covers four 
domains: Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. Online 
administration with the exception of Writing. Alternate 
ACCESS is for students in Grades 1-12 who have severe 
cognitive disabilities. 

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 
(MCA) and Minnesota Test of Academic 

Skills (MTAS) Reading & Math 
March 6—May 5, 2017 

MCA Math: 1.5—2 hrs. 
MCA Reading: 2.5-3.5 

hrs. 
MTAS: varies 

The MCAs are mandatory state tests used to satisfy Federal 
requirements for the Accountability Assessments for the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), for 
measuring Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and Multiple 
Measurement Ratings (MMR), and to measure achievement 
on the Minnesota Academic Standards for accountability. 
Districts and schools use the results to inform curriculum 
decisions and for program evaluations. Parents use the 
results to monitor the academic progress of their children 
over the years. MCA is an online test and adaptive.  The 
MTAS is a performance-based, individually administered 
assessment for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities and is available in every grade and subject in 
which the MCA is available. It is an alternate assessment 
based on alternate achievement standards. 

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
Reading & Math May 8—May 31, 2017 50 minutes per subject 

The spring administration of this test at school’s discretion, 
except where required by SIP, specific grant or program 
evaluation.  

 


