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All students enrolled in first grade are 
assessed in the fall, winter and spring with 
the district-developed Grade One 
Assessment. It is a standardized assessment 
which is administered by a trained cadre of 
retired teachers. Results are reported to 
schools in the fall and winter for 
instructional planning.  Spring results 
include the fall and winter data to 
document student growth.



Literacy
Students are asked to read passages aloud and 

answer comprehension questions.  The assessor 
records the number of words read correctly in 
a minute, asks comprehension questions and 
rates expression. 

Those students who read 10 words or less on the 
first passage go on to complete measures to 
assess their early literacy skills. 
◦ Letter sound correspondence
◦ Phoneme Segmentation



Letter sound correspondence is 
assessed using a card that contains 
randomly ordered lower case letters. 
The student is asked to say the most 
common sound for the letter.  It is 
scored as the total number of sounds 
produced in one minute.



Phoneme segmentation is a measure to 
assess the student’s ability to segment or 
isolate sounds in a word.  The assessor 
presents words to a student orally and 
asks them to isolate all the sounds or 
phonemes in a word.  For example, the 
correct response to cat would be:/c/ /a/ 
/t/.  It is scored as the correct number of 
phonemes segmented in one minute.



Students are scored on three 
dimensions of reading

Words Read Correctly per 
Minute
Reading Comprehension
Reading Expression



Words per minute:
For this dimension student’s read 3 

separate passages for 1 minute 
each.  A median of these 3 scores 
is recorded. 



Reading comprehension is based 
on student answers to literal and 
inferential questions asked after 
the students read each passage. 

Reading expression is rated on a 
five-point scale with attention to 
phrasing, flow, and inflection.  



Standard-Words Read 
Correctly
Validity studies have found a high 

correlation between words read 
correctly in first grade and scores on 
the MCA II in third grade. 
Fall Benchmark-9 or more words 
read correctly
Winter Benchmark-27 or more 
words read correctly 
Spring Benchmark-55 or more words 
read correctly



Reading Expression Rubric
1 = Reads single words.  No “flow”.  

Telegraphic-like sound.
2 = Some phrasing is noted (2-3 words), 
but still choppy.

3 = Reads phrases of 3-4 words; this 
occurs across known words.  Pausing for 
ending punctuation is evident.  Beginning 
evidence of inflection.



4 = Phrasing is evident most of the time.  
Attends to punctuation and uses 
inflection; apparent in some of the 
passage.

5 = Natural flow throughout passage.  
Phrasing is evident.  Attends to 
punctuation and uses inflection.



Standards-Reading Expression and 
Comprehension
Scores on the three passages are 

averaged and compared to the 
district standard of 3.3 in spring.

Because the comprehension 
questions are not equivalent 
across passages or years, a 
district standard has not been 
set.



Numeracy

Number Identification
Quantity Discrimination
Quantity Array
Addition/Subtraction
Computation-addition only



Number Identification

Number identification is assessed by using a 
card that contains randomly ordered 
numbers 0-100.  Students are asked to say 
the number they see.  It is scored as the 
total numbers named in one minute. 



Quantity Discrimination

Quantity Discrimination is assessed by 
using a card that contains pairs of 
numbers (0-20) in boxes.  Students are 
asked to say or point to the larger of two 
numbers. Scoring is based upon the total 
number of correct response in one 
minute.  



Quantity Array

Quantity Array is assessed by using a card 
that contains boxes with dots (1-10) in 
them.  Students are asked to say how 
many total dots are in each box.  It is 
scored as the total number of dots 
correctly counted in one minute.  



Add/Subtract

Students are asked to:
• Say what number is 10 more than the 

target number 
• Say what number is 10 less than the 

target number
• Add and subtract numbers orally



Computation

Computation is assessed by using a card 
that contains single digit addition facts.  
Students are asked to write their 
responses in a box.  It is scored as the 
total number of correct problems in two 
minutes.  



Grade One Assessment and Projected 
MCAII Proficiency (2010 Benchmarks)

Fall
Oral 
Reading

Fall 
Phoneme 
Segmentation

Fall Letter
Sound 
Correspon‐
dence

Fall Total 
Numeracy 

Winter 
Oral 
Reading

Winter
Total 
Numeracy

Spring 
Oral 
Reading

Spring Total 
Numeracy

Does not meet the 
standard

0‐5 0‐16 0‐21 0‐61 0‐13 0‐103 0‐29 0‐140

Partially meets the 
standard

6‐8 17‐22 22‐25 62‐93 14‐26 104‐157 30‐54 141‐185

Meets/Exceeds the 
standard

9+ 23+ 26+ 94+ 27+ 158+ 55+ 186+



For more information please 
contact Mary Pickart 
612-668-0569 or 
Mary.Pickart@mpls.k12.mn.us
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