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Our Research Question:

How do students and 

teachers view 

relationships differently? 



Why this question? Last year, our research focused on the qualities of a 

student-teacher relationship. This question continues 

researching this idea but brings in different 

perspectives.

It is important that students and teachers are 

connected, because it affects the ways that students 

learn and the ways teachers teach.

If students feel uncomfortable, their grades are 

affected. 

Students don’t want to go to classes where they don’t 

feel respected. That negativity leads to students 

skipping classes. 

When a student starts skipping, it never gets fixed 

because the student refuses to engage. 



Data Collection 
Our research plan involved conducting 

interviews with teachers and students. 

We conducted 20 student interviews and 9 

teacher interviews.

Both students and teachers were asked the 

follow questions and students wrote down their 

responses word for word: 

What do you believe are the elements of a positive 

student-teacher relationship?

What do you believe can strain a student teacher 

relationship?

What do you wish students knew about you as a 

teacher? What do you wish teachers knew about you 

as a student? 



Student Responses Teacher Responses
“Knowing stuff about them, knowing stuff about them 

outside of school, not yelling at me or other students or 

embarrassing kids by saying private stuff or mocking our 

answers”

“Open and not too strict and trying to understand what kids 

are saying, some teachers don’t believe their students” 

“They need to respect each other's values, they need to 

foster the students curiosity, the teacher needs to know 

how to engage students and wrangle them in, a balance of 

interest and discipline” 

Q1

“Students know when teachers are authentic - the 
best teachers have unconditional positive regard for 
students.”

“Students need to trust that teachers have their best 
interest in mind”

“Humor is a really important part. We should be able 
to smile at each other and joke so the room feels 
relaxed.”

What do you believe are the elements of a 

positive student-teacher relationship?



Student Responses Teacher Responses
“Not communicating and understanding each 

others viewpoints” If the students and teachers 

make fun of eachother in front of others, if 

teachers outstep boundaries.”

“Don’t touch students if they haven’t said they 

want that or are comfortable with that”

“Lack of effort from students, lack of help from 

teachers”

Q2

“When students have something going on outside of 
school.”

“Lack of discussion - no willingness to explain and 
describe choices leads to miscommunication.”

“Not knowing if a teacher cares leads to strain for 
students”

“Middle School is a time of change and sometimes, 
those changes mean big behaviors from students.” 

What do you believe can strain a student teacher 

relationship?



Student Responses Teacher Responses
“I enjoy learning but they have to be able to nurture the students 

that are advanced, going too slow kills the curiosity of fast 

learners” 

“That I don’t like when teachers use fear to motivate the class, 

students end up hating or being scared of teachers” 

“I’m not good at math, it takes me more time than others  to 

learn, I like taking my time, I’m not dumb I just need help”

“I’m typically awkward with personal conversations with 

teachers”

Q3
“I wish student knew how much I care - I do what I do because 

I’m passionate about what students are learning.”

“I am not just thinking about here and now...I’m thinking about 

your future. I don’t want doors to close based on the choices 

you make today.”

“Sometimes I come off as mad. I’m not really mad. I’m 

concerned.” 

“Everything I do has a positive intent.” 

What do you wish teachers/students 

knew about you as a teacher/student?



Findings Students mainly focused on the present

while adults interviewed focused on the 

future. 

Students focused on daily interactions

while teachers’ responses were more 

about academic outcomes.

Trust was a theme for both sets of 

responses. Students mainly spoke 

about a lack of trust while teachers 

spoke about the need for trust. 



Recommendations Our goal with this project was to 

bring students and teachers 

together to talk about these 

problems in a meaningful way.

One recommendation we have 

would be to organize a discussion 

or restorative circle for both groups 

to come together and answer our 

interview questions. We believe 

this process could lead to more 

trust. 


